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March 5, 1993

Well, as | sit here in this cold and ugly cell, I’'m trying to think about how my life took such a bad
turn for the worse. 1 get so tired of crying, but I can’t help it when | think about all the people who
have tried to help me, and how I repaid them by getting into this mess! I live at Louisiana State
Penitentiary, on Death Row. Today is March 5, 1993, and a man named Robert Sawyer is to be
executed by lethal injection. He is the first man to be put to death here at Louisiana State Penitentiary
(Angola) in three years.

They say that dying by lethal injection is better than by the electric chair. | would think so too,
considering how badly the electric chair burns you, and the smell it created from the burning flesh.

They’ve moved Robert Sawyer from Death Row to Camp F, the Death House, by now. From my
cell, I can see the front gate, and all kinds of news people. They swarm out there like carrion eaters
waiting on certain death, as they stand with their cameras, waiting for an interview with the Warden.

I’m tired, but can’t sleep, as | wait to see what will happen to Robert. It all seems so surreal to
me now, but at times, the reality is so tangible that | can feel it in the air | breathe. 1I’m scared to death,
as is everyone here on Death Row. Everything is ominously quiet, and | wonder what everyone else is
thinking? Probably the same things as me. Will they get a chance to do this to me also? My stomach
IS in knots, and my head hurts just from thinking about this tonight!

At 12:01 a.m., they will begin to put Robert to death. | really didn’t know him that good. | had
occasion to meet him, and talk to him once or twice in church, though. He seems to be very sorry for
what they say he is to die for!

The iron door at the front of the tier just closed, and it made me jump. | think everyone’s a little
jumpy tonight. The guard is making his rounds to make sure that we are all still here, and that no one
has Killed himself.

All of this is running through my mind now, and I can see that everyone outside is leaving so they
must have carried out the execution as planned! | can’t help but wonder if they’ll be outside like that
when my time comes, if it comes?
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In his own words. . .

| have never before told my past in
detail. And I’m not doing it now because
I’m proud of how bad, how evil | was. I’'m
doing it because people are always
speculating about why I am as I am. And
to understand that about a person, why they
do the things that they do, you have to
know the whole story of their past. You
have to know all their experiences, all the
pain that’s been a part of their life. Plus
this book has a meaning for me. | would
not spend one hour on this book if it didn’t
have some meaning.

— Feltus Taylor, Jr.
Waiting to Die (unpublished
manuscript)




Medical / Physical
Pathway

e Pre-natal / in utero / birth
problems

 Malnutrition

 Mental, learning, and
behavioral disabilities

 Retardation
 Head injures

» Fetal alcohol syndrome

How Children Enter Criminal Pathway

Social Pathway

Child abuse / neglect —
abandonment

Developmental delays
Inappropriate school placement

Disrupted family
Disorganized neighborhoods

Poverty

Almost all cases experience school failure and school problems
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Developmental Trends for Troubled Children

Time Frame

Developmental Trends

First Grade

Enter school with inappropriate behavioral skills

Often hungry and poorly clothed

Often intellectually deficient

Possibly abused and / or neglected

Often labeled as “trouble makers” or tend to be introverted and sit in class quietly

Second Grade

Behavior may escalate to acting out

Home problems may escalate

Evidence of cognitive inabilities begin to show
up

Continuing
Early
Education

Progressively unable to function in school

Behavioral acting out

Learning problems

Introversion

Depression

Mental illness

School becomes increasingly intolerant of child’s problems
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Theoretical Framework _
General Factors to Explore in Social History Development
__Social
*Age ___Family
*Race *Type
*Gender o# of Siblings
*Geography *Trauma
*Maltreatment
CRIMINALITY *Role Model
__Health
Birth
*Injury ___Economic
*lliness > eI[ncome
*Disability < *Employment
*Mental Illness *Class
*Substance Abuse *Environment
Nutrition Ty_pe of Frequepcy of
Crime Commission
_Education _Qummpjggmal__ .
*Grade Attainment *Family History
*Age Appropriate “# of Arre_sts
T *Age at First
Disabilities A
rrest
zDrop out *Type of Crime
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Childhood Risk Factors for Eight LA Capital Cases
Community 112 |3 4|5]| 6| 7| 8
Community poverty X X
High rates of crime and violence X X
High population density
Physical deterioration X X
Lack of surveillance in public places X
Low levels of attachment to the neighborhood X
Availability of firearms X
Transitions and mobility X X
Extreme social deprivation X X X
Gang violence X
Family 1 12 |3 ]| 4 51 6 71 8
Low SES X X
Large family X [ X | X] X
Parents: Antisocial personality
Criminal parents or siblings X
Parental substance abuse X X X X
Parental disharmony X X X
Parents: Low 1Q and educational achievement X X
Harsh or inconsistent discipline X X
Lack of supervision X X | X| X
Parental rejection
Low involvement in child’s activities X X | X
Child maltreatment X X X | X
Separation from parents X[ X| X
Early and consistent child misbehavior in the home X
Absent biological father X X [ X X | X X
Drug use during pregnancy X
Berinatal complications X | X
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Risk Factors (cont.)
School 11 2| 3| 4| 5| 6/ 7 8
Poor academic performance X| X| X| X| X[ X
School failure X[ X|{ X| X| X X
Poor reading performance X| X| X| X X X
Low commitment to school X Xl X X )
School drop-out X X| X| X X
Peer Group 1( 2| 3| 4 5 6| 7 8
Delinquent peer group X
Gang membership X
Individual 112 3| 4 5| 6| 7| 8
Fearless/uninhibited temperament
Difficult temperament
Impulsiveness X X X
Cognitive impairments X | X | X
Low 1.Q. X X | X| X]| X]| X
Antisocial Personality Disorder * | 0*
Conduct Disorder * | * *| X *
Aggressive X X X
Hyperactive X | X X
Obsessive-Compulsive
Drug Abuse X X X[ X X
Deficits in social skills X[ X ]| X X | X | X[ X
Inappropriate attribution of the meaning of social interactions/contexts X X
Deficits in social problem-solving XXX XI X[ X X
*=Symptoms present but no diagnosis
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Client: R.S. - Life

liIstory Summary and Costs

12/ 1976 - 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989
Birth - Age 4 |5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

e Born premature K 1 1 2 2 3 4 6

* Mother: low educational attainment Nicholson Elem. La Belle Park Forest Clinton Clinton & Delmont Prescott

* Father abs_ent Aire & & Clinton | Elementary | Delmont | Elementary | Middle

* Large family Park Forest | Elementary Elementary

e Poverty Elementary

i POOf and deteriorating 32 29 34 43 6 25 78

neighborhood absences absences absences absences absences absences absences
Assessment
e Mild mental retardation (IQ- 65)
» Severe deficit in visual motor area
|
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 =
uture

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

EBR

Detention I

Center

$2,678.69 EBR Parish Louisiana

Baton Rouge Prison State
Christian Marine Institute $20,944.00 Penitentiary
Acres < $7,384.85 $25,125.66
EBR
$2,925.65 Detention
Center EBR

Joy Home $1,350.60 Detention

for Boys Center

$2,925.65 Towering $360.16

Pines

Reynolds $?

Institute

$1,422.88
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R.S.: Too Little Too Late

Risk factors ]
in R.S.’s life |:| Age 14: First assessment and
Delinquenc Intervention

Suggested y > Age 12
Points of »

Intervention _

for R.S. Academic problems /\ Peer problems >
Potential $8,000 /

Points of l::> - ti | _ _

Intervention |:u n(':| Iona Poor social skills \ >

amily E::‘> Coghnitive / attributional
Estimated $ Therapy / / problems > Age 6
Cost of ] Aggressive behavior >
Intervention Appropriate
Educational /
Placement \ Oppositional behavior . » Age 5

$7,000 / « School failure

Prenatal and Hyperactivity and attention problems »...Strength: Not aggressive at an early age >
Early Childhood / « Ingested rat poison

Home Visitations Age 3

* Seizures / fell down stairs

\ Neurological impairment > Age 2

Neurotoxins

» Strength: Mother NOT on drugs
Low birth weight Loving but low functioning

Mother’s alcohol / drug use

_

Source: “Development and Risk Factors of Juvenile Antisocial Behavior and Delinquency,” R. Loeber, Clinical Psychology Review (10), 1-41
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Client: B.K. - Life History Summary and Costs

1/1973-1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Birth - Age 4 |5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

In Mississippi Park Forest Elementary Glen Valley | ZionCity | Poncha-
. . _ Oaks & Park Vocational toula
School Behavioral Problems Harding | capitol | Middle | School SHrlmghl
« Poor impulse control Elem. Middle | School choo
« Oppositional / defiant Diagnosed with School absi::ces
« suspended for knocking | “Adjustment
down P.E. teacher Disorder with . D
« Aggression: fighting with || Mixed
peers Emotional |
Features” Diagnosed with Reynolds
“Conduct Institute
Independence Disorder, $14,851.31
Home Undersocialized,
$? Aggressive” /
Baton Rouge
Christian Marine
Acres Institute

$22,234.94 $1,884.41

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 F
ure
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 ut
|
5&22&% Began drug Public Defender:
School trafficking I Guilt and Penalty
and heavy Phases
drinking EBR EBR Parish Louisiana
Detention Prison State $80,000.00
54 Center $21,758.00 Penitentiary
absences $6,437.86 $53,002.60 Motion to
Appeal
$25,000.00
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B.K.:

“l told you | was mad.”

Risk factors

» Age 14

Conduct Disorder
Adjustment Disorder

» Age 12

Cogpnitive / attributional
problems

> Age 10

in B.K.’s life I:I

Suggested \l Delingyency

Points of » /

Intervention $9,000

for B.K. MST and Academic problems Peer problems

Potential appropriate medication / .

Points of l:> management _ _

Intervention $1 , 800 Poor sacial skills \

Estimated Helping the / — i/>
stimate . .

Cost of $ Noncompliant Child Aggressive behavior

Intervention

XNeurological impairment

&

Appropriate
educational

placement * Oppositional / defiant

» Physical abuse

\ Oppositional behavior

Hyperactivity and attention problems

» Age 6

al

» School behavior problems

» Age 5

Neurotoxins

Low birth weight

Mother’s alcohol / drug use

_

Source: “Development and Risk Factors of Juvenile Antisocial Behavior and Delinquency,” R. Loeber, Clinical Psychology Review (10), 1-41
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Feltus- Early Childhood

_ Doctor or nurse refer family to
* Prenatal care _(blrth mother) community services / provide
o * Parent education information on child development;
» Possibly, foster care services home visitation program

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966
l— Speech érticulation disorder that _>

lasted into his early teens

v

March 17, Abandone  Brought into July 7, 1964
1961 d by birth  Taylor family Adoption
Born in mother at the age of 2 final

New York

» Maternal grandmother reported that he was
unable to walk or talk. Had nightmares in
which he would flail his arms out and yell
“Dop, dop, dop.”

e Father was an alcoholic

» Maternal grandfather was an alcoholic
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Feltus- Late Childhood

» Enroll in speech therapy, special education

» Refer parents to community-based services, such as parent education

* FINS referral
» Family counseling

................
.= e
. .
. .
. .
.
e

‘06| 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 4
\-_._._i._._._.i ______________________ 7
g July 1971
. Entered school Parents Oct. 1971
- WITN ObVIOUS Witnessed divorced. Fath
' developmental violent fiaht Fel ather
" delays J eltus was married
. » Speech parents mistress
'« Socialization old.
; : Stepmother
: » Learning d himof
VvV« Toilet training Parents separated; he afCL;TQ’e £
: , felt responsible steafing Trom
Father having affair. Took Feltus her home
az:%'istzludn['!,m that the woman Feltus did not play with other children Caught v
,3 ' at school or in his neighborhood. stealing toy
from store
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Feltus- Childhood through Early / Mid Adolescence

refer youth to counseling; recreation programs;
varying intensities of correctional supervision;
continuum of care

o First serious contact with the law. Opportunity to

|
1977

72 1973 1974 1975 1976

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9
i
@
e e - L S W

° I I { Speech articulation April

) disorder no longer
Entered : a problem 1977 May
special | Grandfather Begins 1977
education had stroke. ¥ Caught for burglary going to Stops
classes: Feltus helped Jan. 1974 commlt_ted with Baton attending
received somel 1o care for Grandfather The only male friend. Served Rouge Sessions
speech therapy him. died playmates he probation approx. Lﬂer}tzl ot

. | had were two | one year @t BRMHC

| ¢ . Center

: girls from the

I Mother told him neighborhood. Into his middle teens, he

- he was adopted. played with action figure

_ v Mother moved to CA with new husband. do(ljls to deal with frustration
Bullied at school  pejiys lived with his grandmother. U SUTEEE
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Feltus- Late Adolescence
» Better protection in prison
EChO dOI' for young offenders
ase  Work
services ;
» Education
o Treatment ..o >
a4 1978 1979 1980
*-_--9 - - —-—;
Grade 10 Grade 11 e :
A~ |
& === o / i Relationship with !

: Nov. 1978 . girl whose family :

N Hit brick fence O he tried to help y -
Grandmother in high-speed dropped out  oonci ally March 17, 1980 |
had stroke . of high school Arrested for armed |

car accident :
Mother’s leg robbery. 19th birthday. |
amputated @ == = = = == = = = = e ° :
Stepfather died v _ :
Worked one or two jobs at a time :
Hit by van while Raped in EBR :
walking down street Parish Prison I
® ® ® by gangof men vy
Oct. 1978 June 1979 Sept. 1979 Dominant in
2 cts. simple burglary; 2 Felony theft Felony theft in relationship with
cts. felony theft; misd. theft  (trial pending, excess of $500 her i
(declined to prosecute) 1980) (trial pending) another inmate
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Feltus- Early Adulthood

Effective Specialized
o sentencing o tutoring
alternatives

‘80 1981 1982 1983 1984
Q@O O®O®O® ® ® \Wade CorrectionalCenter ® @ ©® @ © @ @ .

Dominant in relationship
with another inmate

AN ANANANANANVNANANANVNAN AN AN ANV ANV A

M » Smoked marijuana regularly, sold it in prison
Dec. 1980 » QOccasional fights and write-ups for insubordination
Sentenced to
15 years at
hard labor. Entered GED
Feltus was classes.
almost 20 (Tried to get Because of the 300 mile
years old. degree until distance, Feltus’ mother and

approx. early grandmo_ther Qid_not visit him
1984.) once during his time at Wade.
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Feltus- Adulthood

Programs on life skills,
o conflict resolution, anger
management

‘84| 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989
q Wade Correctional 000000000000 000OCGDOGKOGS

Dominant in relationship with another inmate

AN ANV ANV ANVANVANANVNANVANV ANV ANVNAN AN ANV ANV ANV A
Smoked marijuana regularly, sold it in prison
Occasional fights and write-ups for insubordination

| | | |

May 1985 March 1987 Re-entered Received
Mother died. Father died. GED diploma.
(Feltus found (Was not allowed classes Had GED.
out the day to attend funeral

she was because father’s

buried, almost family refused.)

a week later.)
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od (Con’t)

Feltus- Adultho

Halfway house transition

Moved out of
grandmother’s
house so that she
wouldn’t lose
Social Security
or food stamps
benefits

!

Beganto  Relationship  Moved
use crack  strained Jan.  into own
and - early Feb. apt.
marijuana March 1

Tried to Unemploye
kidnap d last week
girlfriend  before crir--
early

March

Pre- « Assistance with job search and retention
o releas_e * Help with money, decision-making, problem
planning solving
......................... A 111 R
1990 1991 ‘92
- — - T '
- | I —® Began
i & | i penpal
June 27, 1990 Worked two v March 27, 1991 relationship
Released from Jobs ata Relationiship with Committed armed wggg:\r?re]
Wade Correctional time woman he wanted rc_)bbery. One worker England
Center. Feltus was to marry 5 died two days later, and
29 years old. the other is paralyzed. v
‘]J W January 1992

Convicted of first
degree murder and
sentenced to death

|

Sent to Death
Row
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Feltus- Adulthood (Con’t)
‘92| 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 199/ | 1998 | 1999 2000
From this point on, peoplecommitted themselves to
FeIIus. /
_ Draft of Il
Began to write v v v book /
autobiography. Spiritual Began Birth mother and  Made essays Completed
Moved by Robert  5qyisor writing  family located;  video v  completed 2dditions to
Sawyer’s execution.  committed  essays for met two of five  days prior book
Encouraged by to him teens. biological to v
Sister Helen Moved by siblings; did not  scheduled
Prejean. school maintain contact  execution June 6, 2000
shootings. Executed
Feltus’ remorse for his crime was Execution ' ' ' '
immediate. He turned to Dates 4 4 % S s
o - . . r\?.) '\'QQ) Q)q o \9
spirituality to deal with his N A N P O SRR EN
: : : N Y ™" & G \\0
feelings of guilt and self-loathing. < UGS SRS
N\ & && &% @°
O O
& N
¢ o ¢ L 4
March 5, 1993 May 16,1995  March1,1996  April 24, 1997 Jan. 8, 1999
Robert Sawyer Thomas Lee Antonio James John Ashley Dobie Gillis
executed Ward executed  executed Brown, Jr. Williams executed
executed
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In this era of competing needs, children are losing.
Children of color and children with disabilities are
particularly vulnerable. They are not even getting to a
point where they can compete to get their needs met.
All we have to do is examine our prison population to
see where our failures lie.

The only hope for children on a pathway to crime is through activities such as:

Outcome measures to show the progress or failure of our interventions

Process measures to show how we succeed or fall

Getting the results out to the public and policymakers

Advocate, Advocate, Advocate for early quality services for our children

l~
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Interrupting the Pathway

o Early identification

* Responsivity to the problem

 Family, community, school collaboration

« Timely intervention

« Evaluation of effort

» Accountability by school system to monitor change

» School personnel who never give up and demand intervention

 Communities that keep children in the community and out of secure care

» Public officials who support schools

» Legislators who ensure policy and law that support early protection of
children

« Statewide leadership that is pro-active and determined to deal with the
problems of children in Louisiana
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